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The years 1870-72 mark the beginning of the recording of passport applications. The recording of passport particulars was done in a bound ledger, which contained 
the day, month and year of issue of passport, name and surname of the applicant, name of applicant’s father, age and place of birth of applicant and residency, 
occupation and destination of applicant. 
 

Sadly, at the Malta National Archives, the ledger for the period 1st Jan-23rd April 1870 as well as the period June-Dec 1872 are non-existent, so that the two-year 
period 1870-72 period is incomplete by around 10 months. Moreover, the subsequent years namely 1873-1886 are missing. 
 
During 1870-72, a total of 3,005 passports were issued.  The majority of applicants were Maltese by birth or by descent.  Three hundred and eleven (311) applicants 
were born in the Maltese Diaspora, namely Egypt, Libya, Algeria, Tunisia, Gibraltar, the Greek Islands, Turkey and neighbouring Italy.   
 
The passport index created includes passengers from Malta and its diaspora whether they were visitors, migrants, students, merchants or on short-term 
sojourns.  It does not include crew members. 
 
Vittoriosa ranked the fourth most numerous towns in terms of number of applications or renewals for passports.  The table below shows a breakdown of the number 
of passport applications by birthplace: Vittoriosa.  
 

Born: Malta      Born: Gozo     Born: Malta Diaspora 
Valletta   652    Xaghra   73   Greek Islands  34 
Cospicua  245    Nadur   67   Italy   29  
Senglea   244    Gozo (not specified) 53   Tunisia   19 
Vittoriosa  151    Rabat   50   Algeria   15 
Floriana  119    Sannat   23   Egypt   11 
Zebbug   108    Gharb   16   Libya   9 



Malta (not specified) 96    Xewkija  12   Turkey   9 
B’Kara   88    Ghajnsielem  2   France   2 
Zabbar   65    Zebbug   2   Gibraltar  2 
Qormi   58          Spain   1 
Zejtun   58          West Indies  1 
Ghaxaq   10      
Rabat/Mdina/Dingli 46 
Mosta   45 
Not Stated  35 
Naxxar   31 
Tarxien/Paola  27  
Siggiewi  20  
Luqa   20  
Attard   20   
Lija   19  
Gharghur  13  
Mqabba  11  
Zurrieq   11   
Qrendi   8 
Balzan   6   
Msida/Pieta  6   
Gudja   6  
Hamrun  3 
Sliema/St Julians 4 
Kalkara   2  
Mellieha  2  
Kirkop   1 

 
Note:  The capital city of Valletta made up the largest single birthplace city in Malta where passports where issued (21%) followed by the combined 
total for the harbour-side cities of Cospicua (Bormla) and Senglea (L-Isla) and Vittoriosa (Birgu), making up a further 21%.   
 
Not all passport applicants for 1870-72 were Maltese by birth or Maltese by descent. Two hundred and forty five (245) were British Servicemen whose 
place of birth was given as England (168), Scotland (32), Ireland (25) and Great Britain (21).  Their occupation ranged from lieutenants, captain, 
ensigns and majors.  They formed part of the Royal Artillery, Royal Navy, Royal Engineers or in regimental armies (e.g. 18 Regiment, 13 Hussars).  
Three applicants were born in India, two in Australia, two in Canada, two in Germany and one in Holland. 
 
 



Of the 150 Birgu-born Maltese who applied for a passport, how many were under 18? 
There were 34 passports issued for children under 18 years. An additional 49 children travelled with their parents. 
 
How many applicants were adult working-age males, between the ages of 18-64? 
There were a total of 109.  This represented 72% of the total passport applicants. Three applicants were in their early seventies. 
  
How many of the 150 applicants lived in the same town of Birgu where they were born? 
One hundred and nine (109) applicants or 72% of the total.  Most of the rest lived in neighbouring towns of Kalkara 11, Senglea 7, Zabbar 5 and 
Cospicua 3 
 
How many were women? 
The overwhelming majority were males. Six applicants were women. 
  
Which were some of least-common surnames not usually found beyond the Harbour side areas? 
The maritime city of Vittoriosa, where foreign surnames are more common, recorded the following surnames:   
Antignolo, Barun, Civello, Dequos, Ghilion, Lavanzin, Lucchese, Mazzelli, Meranna, Morello, Oliva, Pattiniott, Petrovich, Sposito and Turner. 
 
Some surnames, like Merana, Dequos, Ghilion, Meranna and Sposito no longer exist (see 2008 Malta census) 
 
Were there any hyphenated surnames? 
Yes.  A Bonici Mompalao and a Fabri Barbara.  
 
Which destination countries most Birgu-born applied for a passport to go to? 
Egypt was the country most applicants stated as their destination.  It can safely be assumed that the majority was migrants and some went as families 
with children. Only a few were specific as to which city in Egypt they intended to travel to. On the other hand, those who stated Italy as their 
destination, were likely to visit for family reasons, study, business or as a trip abroad. 
 
Egypt  87  (Alexandria, Port Said) 
Turkey  18  (Constantinople, Smyrna) 
Libya  17  (Benghazi, Tripoli) 
Italy  11 
Tunisia  06  (Tunis, Sfax) 
Algeria  04  (Algiers, Bone) 
Gibraltar 04 
Greece  02  (Cephalonia, Syra) 
England  01 



 
Date of 
Issue Surname Name Son of Age Occupation Place of 

Birth Residence Destination Remarks 

05.04.1872 Antignolo Giovanni late Salvatore 52 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

14.11.1870 Aquilina Vincenzo Saverio 26 boatman Vittoriosa Zabbar Egypt  

14.04.1871 Azzopardi Nicolina not stated 21 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

30.11.1870 Bajada Carmela not stated 54 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

22.08.1870 Barbara Giuseppa not stated 14 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

07.07.1870 Baron? Carmelo Salvatore 23 carpenter Vittoriosa Zabbar Egypt  

21.07.1871 Bartolo Vincenzo Angelo 19 not stated Vittoriosa Cospicua Egypt  

04.04.1871 Barun Maria not stated 15 not stated Vittoriosa Zabbar Egypt  

08.04.1872 Barun Spiridione Salvatore 19 not stated Vittoriosa Zabbar Egypt  

06.06.1871 Bellia Lorenzo late Gioacchino 49 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Egypt  

19.09.1870 Bezzina Vincenzo not stated 13 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt  

30.05.1870 Bonici Mompalao Saverio not stated  nobility Vittoriosa Balzan Italy, Rome  

04.04.1871 Bonnici Carmela not stated 25 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Giuseppe 7, Catarina 3, Giovanni 7m 

21.10.1870 Borg Claudio late Fortunato 46 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

21.10.1870 Borg Fortunato Claudio 23 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

09.11.1870 Borg Giuseppe late Lorenzo 42 shoemaker Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Tunisia, Sfax  

25.06.1870 Briffa Mara Concetta not stated 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Giuseppe 6, Anna 16 months 

08.05.1872 Brincat Carmela not stated 22 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt with children Lorenzo 3, Carla 4m 

24.12.1870 Bugeja Carmela late Lorenzo 24 not stated Vittoriosa B'Kara Egypt with children Francesco Saverio 7, Vincenzo 2 

02.10.1871 Buhagiar Giuseppe Lorenzo 13 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt, Alexandria  

27.04.1872 Buttigieg Giovanni Benigno 17 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

01.08.1871 Buttigieg Maria not stated 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with daughters Filomena and Maria 

23.08.1871 Cachia Giovanni Salvatore 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

05.12.1871 Cachia Vincenzo late Salvatore 31 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

19.02.1872 Cachia Vincenzo late Salvatore 41 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

15.09.1871 Calleia illegible Alessio 17 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Algeria, Algiers  

21.06.1871 Camilleri Rosa not stated 26 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Carmela 6, Giuseppa 5, Loreta 2 

22.05.1872 Caruana Carmelo Vincenzo 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

10.06.1870 Caruana Gaetano Carmelo 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

30.03.1871 Caruana Giacomo late Giuseppe 40 not stated Vittoriosa Zabbar Egypt  

17.05.1872 Caruana Gio Maria Francesco 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

12.12.1871 Caruana Giuseppe late Gio Battista 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  



Date of 
Issue Surname Name Son of Age Occupation Place of 

Birth Residence Destination Remarks 

17.06.1870 Cassano Teodoro Giovanni 19 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

16.09.1870 Cassar Antonia not stated 40 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi with children Teresa 18, Catarina 13, Vittoria 10,  Filippo 8, 
Carmelo 5 

21.06.1870 Cassar Carmelo Antonio 27 boatman Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

13.06.1870 Cassar Catarina not stated 13 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

13.06.1870 Cassar Teresa not stated 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

13.06.1870 Cassar Vittoria not stated 11 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

02.06.1870 Cauchi Giuseppe Lorenzo 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey  

28.05.1872 Cauchi Michele late Paolo 42 not stated Vittoriosa Hamrun Turkey, Constantinople  

09.05.1870 Chetcuti Michelina not stated 31 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Assuero 11, Giuseppe 4 

19.09.1870 Chiassarp Maria Concetta not stated 11 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt, Alexandria  

06.06.1871 Ciantar Carmelo not stated 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

27.07.1871 Ciantar Elizabetta Salvatore 45 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt With daughters Giuseppa 25, Marianna 24, M Concetta 15, M 
Teresa 13, M Carmela 9, Rosa 6 

07.06.1871 Civello Giuseppe not stated 13 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Italy, Marsala  

12.08.1870 Cuschieri Carmela not stated 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

08.06.1870 Darmanin Elizabetta not stated 23 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with daughters Antonia 3, Rosa 16 months 

20.05.1870 Darmenia Calcedonio Giuseppe 17 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

28.04.1870 Delia Angelica not stated 27 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Libya, Tripoli  

17.10.1870 Depasquale Carmelo Giuseppe 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

14.08.1871 Dequos Maria not stated 53 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

29.01.1872 Ellul Giuseppe Gio Battista 33 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

27.07.1871 Fabri Rosa not stated 47 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Gibraltar  

18.07.1871 Fabri Barbara Giuseppe late Amabile 21 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa England  

23.06.1870 Falzon Francesco late Agostino 23 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Turkey, Constantinople  

22.05.1872 Farrugia Francesco Nicola 19 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

31.12.1870 Farrugia Giuseppe Annetto 16 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

31.12.1870 Farrugia Teresa not stated 55 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

25.04.1870 Fenech Luigi Paolo 30 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

31.07.1871 Fenech Luigi Rev late Francesco 34 priest, canon Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Italy  

24.02.1871 Fiorini Salvatore Lorenzo Angelo 36 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt  

27.06.1870 Formosa Vincenzo M'Angelo 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

21.06.1870 Galea Carmelo Giovanni 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

13.07.1871 Galea Michela not stated 35 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with son Giovanni 15 

22.05.1872 Gatt Carmelo Giovanni 23 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  
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23.06.1871 Gatt Francesco not stated 28 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

16.05.1872 Gatt Giovanni Carlo Salvatore 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

01.06.1870 Gatt Giuseppe Salvatore 29 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

28.07.1871 Gatt Lorenza not stated 30 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople with son Salvatore 2 

02.12.1870 Gatt Lorenzo late Antonio 30 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

24.03.1871 Gatt Michele late Giovanni 41 butcher Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

25.06.1870 Gauci Vincenza not stated 44 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi with daughter Anna Maria 12 

03.04.1871 Gauci Vincenzo Luigi 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

22.07.1870 Gellel Lorenzo late Giuseppe 48 blacksmith Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey  

04.07.1870 Ghilion Giuseppe Eduardo 17 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

01.07.1870 Giordan Antonio Lorenzo 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

28.07.1871 Grech Antonio late Salvatore 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

22.07.1870 Grech Teresa not stated 47 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

30.06.1871 Gregory Peter not stated 13 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt  

24.05.1872 Grima Carmela w/- Angelo 21 not stated Vittoriosa Floriana Algeria  

28.02.1872 Griscti Serafino Giuseppe 32 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

03.07.1871 Hili  saverio Antonio 25 non stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli & Sfax  

17.06.1870 Lanzon Carmelo Giuseppe 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Smyrna  

08.06.1870 Lanzon Gaetano Lorenzo 33 boatman Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

23.05.1872 Lavanzin Lorenza w/- Lorenzo 29 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Giuseppe 8,  Agostino 6, Maria Anna 2 

24.04.1871 Lucchese Giuseppa not stated 70 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Tunisia, Sfax  

21.05.1872 Lucchese Giuseppe late Paolo 71 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Tunisia, Tunis  

27.05.1871 Mamo Francesca not stated 20 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Turkey, Constantinople with children Santo 11, Carmelo 6 

09.08.1870 Mamo Francesco Saverio late Vincenzo 52 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Smyrna  

02.01.1872 Mazzelli Michele Giuseppe 12 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Italy, Sicily  

12.01.1872 Meranna Salvatore Francesco 23 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Gibraltar  

07.12.1871 Micallef Carmelo Angelo 21 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

13.06.1870 Mifsud Isidore Giuseppe 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

12.04.1872 Mirabitur Giuseppe Pasquale 12 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt, Alexandria  

17.02.1872 Mizzi Carmelo Paolo 03 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

10.01.1872 Mizzi Francesco late Giuseppe 16 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Italy, Sicily  

05.09.1871 Mizzi Giuseppe illegible 19 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Algeria  

03.08.1871 Mizzi Lorenzo Salvatore 19 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

03.08.1871 Mizzi Lorenzo Salvatore 19 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  
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17.02.1872 Mizzi Maria Concetta Paolo 01 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

23.07.1870 Morello Catarina not stated 69 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Egypt  

04.03.1872 not stated Giuseppe Maria da Malta 
Fr 

not stated  religious, Capuchin Vittoriosa Kalkara Gibraltar residing at Santa Liberata 

11.07.1870 Oliva Matteo Antonio 26 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

03.07.1871 Orsini Giovanni late Vincenzo 47 non stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli & Sfax  

01.08.1871 Pace Francesco Lorenzo 17 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Italy  

12.08.1870 Pace Giuseppe Antonio 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Tripoli  

20.07.1871 Pace Giuseppe late Salvatore 71 tailor Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Tunisia, Tunis  

17.11.1870 Pattiniott Francesco Paolo 15 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

26.07.1871 Petrovich Carmelo not stated 15 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

26.07.1871 Petrovich Maria Anna not stated 07 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

26.07.1871 Petrovich Maria Giuseppa not stated 12 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

01.08.1871 Piscopo Antonio late Lorenzo 22 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

01.08.1871 Piscopo Antonio Lorenzo 22 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

16.05.1872 Raffaele Stefano late Lorenzo 17 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Turkey, Constantinople  

19.12.1870 Sammut Giacomo late Giuseppe 47 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Greece, Cephalonia with son Spiridione 7 

13.05.1872 Sapiano Emanuele late Giorgio 65 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Tunisia, Tunis with son Giorgio 17 

13.05.1872 Scicluna Carmelo Antonio 30 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

14.08.1871 Spiteri Natalizia not stated 24 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

05.12.1871 Spiteri Teresa d/-of Luigi 34 not stated Vittoriosa Senglea Italy, Sicily  

24.05.1872 Sposito Carmela w/- Filippo 41 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with daughter Aloisia 10 

18.04.1871 Stivala Giuseppa not stated 20 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

25.04.1872 Sultana Loreta not stated 28 not stated Vittoriosa Balzan  Egypt Good Shepherd Convent 

24.05.1870 Trapani Catharina not stated 10 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

24.05.1870 Trapani Francesco not stated 09 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

19.10.1870 Turner Maria Carmela not stated 25 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Libya, Benghazi  

06.11.1871 Vassallo Concetta w/- Emanuele 42 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Italy  

21.07.1871 Vella Angela not stated 17 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

30.05.1870 Vella Antonia late Antonio 43 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

02.06.1870 Vella Antonio Antonio 11 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

24.07.1871 Vella Carmela not stated 49 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

21.07.1871 Vella Elizabetta not stated 15 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

21.07.1871 Vella Giuseppe Antonio 08 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  
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16.04.1872 Vella Lorenzo Giovanni 10 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

12.05.1871 Vella Lorenzo late Antonio 49 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Italy, Sicily  

30.09.1871 Vella Paolo late Michele 20 carpenter Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt  

21.07.1871 Vella Rosa not stated 21 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Egypt  

26.04.1872 Vella Saverio Serafino 34 not stated Vittoriosa Cospicua Tunisia, Tunis  

04.04.1871 Vella Teresa not stated 32 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Algeria, Bona with children Antonia 7, Angelo 8m 

04.03.1872 Vella Vincenzo not stated 16 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Italy  

04.07.1871 Vincenti Francesco late Santo 37 not stated Vittoriosa Valletta Italy, Sicily  

08.07.1870 Vitale Antonio Giuseppe 36 not stated Vittoriosa Kalkara Turkey, Smyrna  

14.06.1871 Vitale? Angelo Giuseppe 26 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Greece, Syra  

02.05.1872 Xerri Michele late Giuseppe 62 not stated Vittoriosa Cospicua Egypt  

17.07.1871 Xuereb Lorenzo Antonio 20 seaman Vittoriosa Kalkara Gibraltar  

18.05.1870 Zahra Antonia not stated 22 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with son Gaetano 3 

22.05.1872 Zammit Carmelo late Michele 18 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt, Alexandria  

11.09.1871 Zammit Grazia not stated  not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with children Carmelo 16, Paolo? Giovanna? Spiridione 7, 
Lorenzo 4 

28.06.1870 Zammit Grazia not stated 33 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with son Spiridione 6 

11.04.1871 Zammit Maria not stated 38 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt with child 

28.05.1872 Zammit Maria w/- Francesco 34 not stated Vittoriosa Vittoriosa Egypt, Port Said with children Maria Carmela 4, Antonio 18m 

 

NOTE: For a copy of the passport application, one needs to make contact with the Malta National Archives on-line at  

customercare.archives@gov.mt or through their website: www.nationalarchives.gov.mt 

 


